By Femi Lewis 
Updated December 12, 2019 


The Negro Baseball Leagues were professional leagues in the United States for 
players of African descent. At its height of popularity, from 1920 through World 
War II, Negro Baseball Leagues were an integral part of African-American life 
and culture during the Jim Crow Era. 


Negro Baseball League Timeline 


1859: The first documented baseball game between two African-American 
teams is played on November 15 in New York City. The Henson Baseball 
Club of Queens played the Unknowns of Brooklyn. The Henson Baseball 
Club defeated the Unknowns, 54 to 43. 

1885: The first African-American professional team is founded in Babylon, 
NY. They are named the Cuban Giants. 

1887: The National Colored Baseball League is established, becoming the 
first professional African-American league. The league begins with eight 
teams—the Lord Baltimores, Resolutes, Browns, Falls City, Gorhams, 
Pythians, Pittsburgh Keystones, and the Capital City Club. However, within 
two weeks the National Colored Baseball League will cancel games as a 
result of poor attendance. 

1890: The International League bans African-American players, which will 
last until 1946. 

1896: The Page Fence Giants club is established by "Bud" Fowler. The club 
is considered one of the best teams in early African-American baseball 
history because players toured in their own railroad car and played against 
major league teams such as the Cincinnati Reds. 

1896: The United States Supreme Court upholds Louisiana's "separate but 
equal" laws concerning public facilities. This decision affirms racial 
segregation, de facto segregation, and prejudice throughout the United 
States. 

1896: The Page Fence Giants and Cuban Giants play a national 
championship. The Page Fence Club wins 10 out of 15 games. 

1920: At the height of the Great Migration, Andrew "Rube" Foster, owner 
of the Chicago American Giants organizes a meeting with all the Midwest 
team owners in Kansas City. As a result, the Negro National League is 
established. 

1920: On May 20, the Negro National League begins its first season with 
seven teams--the Chicago American Giants, Chicago Giants, Dayton 
Marcos, Detroit Stars, Indianapolis ABCs, Kansas City Monarchs and 
Cuban Stars. This marks the beginning of the "Golden Era" of Negro 
Baseball. 


1920: The Negro Southern League is established. The league includes 
cities such as Atlanta, Nashville, Birmingham, Memphis, New Orleans, and 
Chattanooga. 

1923: The Eastern Colored League is established by Ed Bolden, owner of 
the Hilldale Club, and Nat Strong, owner of the Brooklyn Royal Giants. The 
Eastern Colored League consists of the following six teams: Brooklyn Royal 
Giants, Hilldale Club, Bacharach Giants, Lincoln Giants, Baltimore Black 
Sox, and the Cuban Stars. 

1924: The Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro National League and the 
Hilldale Club of the Eastern Colored League play in the first Negro World 
Series. The Kansas City Monarchs win the championship five games to 
four. 

1927 to 1928: The Eastern Colored League faces many conflicts between 
various club owners. In 1927, New York's Lincoln Giants left the league. 
Although the Lincoln Giants returned in the following season, several other 
teams including the Hilldale Club, Brooklyn Royal Giants, and Harrisburg 
Giants all left the league. In 1928, the Philadelphia Tigers were brought 
into the league. Despite several attempts, the League disbands in June of 
1928 over player contracts. 

1928: The American Negro League is developed and includes the 
Baltimore Black Sox, Lincoln Giants, Homestead Grays, Hilldale Club, 
Bacharach Giants, and the Cuban Giants. Many of these teams were 
members of the Eastern Colored League. 

1929: The stock market crashes, placing financial strains on many facets of 
American life and business, including Negro League baseball as ticket sales 
slump. 

1930: Foster, founder of the Negro National League dies. 

1930: The Kansas City Monarchs end their ties with the Negro National 
League and become an independent team. 

1931: The Negro National League disbands after the 1931 season as a 
result of financial strains. 

1932: The Negro Southern League becomes the only major African- 
American baseball league operating. Once considered less lucrative than 
other leagues, the Negro Southern League is able to begin the season with 
five teams including the Chicago American Giants, Cleveland Cubs, Detroit 
Stars, Indianapolis ABCs, and Louisville White Sox. 

1933: Gus Greenlee, a business owner from Pittsburgh forms the new 
Negro National League. Its first season begins with seven teams. 

1933: The inaugural East-West Colored All-Star Game is played at 
Comiskey Park in Chicago. An estimated 20,000 fans attend and the West 
wins 11 to 7. 

1937: The Negro American League is established, uniting the strongest 
teams on the West Coast and south. These teams included the Kansas City 


Monarchs, Chicago American Giants, Cincinnati Tigers, Memphis Red Sox, 
Detroit Stars, Birmingham Black Barons, Indianapolis Athletics, and St. 
Louis Stars. 

1937: Josh Gibson and Buck Leonard help the Homestead Grays begin its 
nine-year streak as champions of the Negro National League. 

1946: Jackie Robinson, a player for the Kansas City Monarchs, is signed 
by the Brooklyn Dodgers organization. He plays with the Montreal Royals 
and becomes the first African-American to play in the International League 
in more than sixty years. 

1947: Robinson becomes the first African-American player in major league 
baseball by joining the Brooklyn Dodgers. He wins National League Rookie 
of the Year. 

1947: Larry Doby becomes the first African-American player in the 
American League when he joins the Cleveland Indians. 

1948: The Negro National League disbands. 

1949: The Negro American League is the only major African-American 
league still playing. 

1952: More than 150 African-American baseball players, most from the 
Negro Leagues, have been signed to Major League Baseball. With low ticket 
sales and a lack of good players, the era of African-American baseball 
comes to ane 


